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Convener:Dr.MonicaAggarwal

Co-Conveners:Dr.ShivaniRaheja,Dr.RuchiSharma

ThefollowingstudentsofEntrepreneurshipCellParticipatedintheTalk:

1.Naina

2.Yannish

3.Aarjav

4.Sanyam

5.Prachetus

6.Sakshi

7.Ausaaf

8.Yaman

9.Mohit

10.Harsh



ThetalkwasorganizedbyPaytm andhostedbyMr.SaurabhJain,VicePresident,

Paytm alongwithspeakerMr.RajanAnandan,ManagingDirectorSequoiaCapital,

andstartedoffwithMr.Anandangivinginsightsabouthisbackground:

● Hereceivedhiseducationfrom MITandStanfordUniversity,furtherwent

ontoworkinbigcorporateconglomerateslikeDell,Microsoft,Googleand

thenSequoia.

● WhenaskedaboutSequoia’sbackground,heexplainedthatSequoiaisa

globalventurecapitalfirm whichstartedoutinSiliconValley.Ithasbeen

presentinIndiaforthepast15yearsandhelpstechcentricstartupsfrom

“ideationtoIPO”.IthasbeennamedasthetopbackerofIndianunicorns

andisassociatedwith16unicornslikeOyo,Zomato,Byju’s,Ola,etc.

● HefurthertalkedaboutastartupfoundedbySequoiaCapital,Surge,a

rapidscale-upprogram forearlystagestartupsinIndiaandAssociationof

SoutheastAsian Countries(ASEAN).Ithasraised 100 milliondollars

equityand300milliondollarsexternally.

● Heexplained thatstartupscanapproachbothSequoiaand Surgeby

connectingwiththem onlinethroughtheirwebsiteorbywritingtothem or

ifthestartuphasalreadystartedoffinitsjourney,arecommendation

from withinthecorporateindustryisanextremelygoodwaytoconnect.If

thestartupisoftechbackground,theirapplicationgetsanedgeover

others.

● He suggested the following 4 part series documentary;

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL3eSrq6SV06tLPAfdP_g5rbcRhH

cMXCp_

● HewasthenfurtheraskedbyMr.JainaboutDigitalHealthcareandOnline

Educationsectors’boom becauseoflockdown.Hepresentedhisviewsby

elaboratingthatsincethelockdownandCovidpandemicwasunexpected

tohavesuchseverity,manytechstartupsnotonlyintheabove-mentioned

sectors,butalsoonlineplatformslikeZoom andGooglemeetsaw5-fold

growthinviewership.Hesaid,preCovidtherewereabout40million

studentslearningonlineinIndiaandnow thereareover100million.



Healthcareisanewsegmentfortechcompaniestovisit,AIandmachine

learninginhealthcareisalsosomethingnew.

● ThesessionendedwithaQnAsegmentwhereattendeesaskedhim about

whatisconsideredtobeagoodideaorwhatisagoodstartup.Hereplied,

itshouldbe“somethingyou’rereallyobsessedaboutandonlydoitif

you’rereadytospend10-15yearstobuildingthecompany.Beingan

entrepreneurisoneofthehardestjobsintheworld.Don’tjustbean

entrepreneurbecauseit’scool,youshouldbewillingtowork18hoursa

day,7daysaweek.Ifyouwanttolaunchabusiness,figureoutifthe

customerbaselikesitornot,userloveisanessentialkeytosuccess.”

● How tovalidateanidea?“Trytolaunchitandbuilditquickly.Need

assessmentsurveys.PutitonFacebookandseeifthemassisinterested.

Nottalkingtoanycustomersisaverybadidea.Alwaysfocusonthelong

term.”

● How to figureoutit’stherighttimeto getexternalfunding?“Seta

milestoneandtrytogettothatmilestoneandfindoutwhatyouneedto

getthattothatmilestoneinsteadofcopyingotherstartupsbecauseyou

mightnotneedthesameamountasanyotherstartup.Youdon’twantto

dilute yourownership in the companyunnecessarily.Always letthe

investorvaluethecompany,youdon’twanttoshowallyourcards.”


